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Sociological Theories
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. In at least six sentences, and your own words, explain the specific differences between functionalism, conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism in their approaches to analyzing society. (15 points) 
Each of the three sociological theories has a different or assumption of societal problems. The functionalism perspective views social problems as a weakness to society’s stability. However, this perspective does not reflect on the faults of the societal structure. For the proponents of this theory, solutions to social problems should emphasize gradual reforms instead of sudden or far-reaching change. 
Conflict theory believes that social problems arise from the faults in the society’s structure, which reflects and reinforces the inequalities based on gender, social class, and race. The solution to social problems should involve a far-reaching change in society’s structure (Little, 2014). 
The symbolic interactionism perspective believes that social problems arise from the interactions of people. As such, proponents believe that people who engage in problematic or bad behaviors have learned them from someone they have interacted with.
Despite the differences, all three theories believe that society has a significant functional role in human life. As such, they all acknowledge the need for society in understanding complex and dynamic problems. 
2. In at least four sentences, explain which theory you think is most useful for analyzing society? Explain why you think so. Include descriptions of the real world and current examples to justify your response. (5 points) 

Each of the three sociological theories is important, but I believe that the functionalism perspective offers the best and useful way of analyzing and understanding society. As Little (2014) explains, the functionalism perspective acknowledges that social stability is fundamental and necessary for a strong society. They also believe that adequate socialization and social integration are all important in establishing a socially stable society (Laluddin, 2016). This is true because unstable societies, especially in the regions that experience perennial violence have one thing in common. They all have weak government institutions and unstable governments. For example, in Africa countries like Libya and Somalia are characterized by social instability, which has created a weak society with limited social integration for the people. In Somalia which is characterized by constant conflict, people cannot move around and cannot socialize. This has also slowed their social progress as a country.
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